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Frank McBee Jr. Fellowship Program 

in Civic Entrepreneurship
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Application

The Austin Area Research Organization is now accepting applications for the 2011 Class of Frank McBee Jr. Fellows. To apply, please submit the following items:


· Resume, with particular attention to volunteer involvement in Austin or the region.

· A brief statement (one or two paragraphs) that explains your interest in serving as a Fellow in 2011; what you hope to gain by serving as a fellow, and what you will give back to the community.

· Two letters of reference.  Only 2 letters will be read.  Please see included forms. 


Completed applications must be postmarked or received by 5 p.m., September 17, 2010, and sent to: 

Frank McBee Jr. Fellows Program
c/o Austin Area Research Organization
101 W. 6th Street, Suite 806
Austin, TX 78701


OR

Email: aaro@aaroregion.com
Subject line: McBee Fellowship
FAX: 512-477-5366
Criteria
Selection as a Frank McBee Jr. Fellow is highly competitive with a number of attributes being considered, including:

· Proven portfolio of community experience and leadership
· Diversity of thought and experience

· Passion for making a difference in the economic and social well-being of Central Texas

· Alignment with AARO’s objectives and regional focus

· Capacity and commitment to participate fully at the AARO Committee level

AARO will select up to 9 Fellows.  
Program Fees
Program fees for 2011 have not been finalized.  Fellows in the Class of 2010 paid $945 for dues and $250 for the meal fee.  Fellows may pay the fees up front or in scheduled installments.  AARO staff will work with Fellows to create a payment plan.  
Sponsorships may be available for applicants from the non-profit and public sectors.  
Commitment
McBee Fellows need to be able to commit to attend at least one 90 minute committee meeting during the noon hour each month, and the bi-monthly Membership meetings from 11:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.  Some schedule flexibility is needed in order to participate in or attend other occasional meetings.

The first commitment of the 2011 McBee Fellows will be the Annual AARO retreat on November 15, 2010, 12:00-5:30 p.m.  Registration is $100.  Applicants should reserve this date on their calendars.  The Fellowship year begins December 1, 2010 and concludes December 31, 2011.  

Program

The Frank McBee Jr. Fellows Program is a rigorous Central Texas program for civic leadership development. Frank McBee Jr. Fellowships offer exceptional promising leaders first-hand experience working with regional civic entrepreneurs on a variety of public policy issues that impact the long-term economic and social well being of Central Texas. Fellows will be given practical experience in civic entrepreneurship by working with many of the most influential business and community leaders of Central Texas and their spheres of influence.  Participants may focus on AARO initiatives only, or may broaden the focus to include the other volunteer activities of AARO Members.  Fellows are expected to repay the privilege of participating in the Fellowship year by contributing to the region as future leaders. 

Austin Area Research Organization (AARO) is a non-profit organization comprised of 100 business and community leaders, and is the keeper of a dynamic strategic vision for Central Texas and facilitator of projects important to that strategic vision in eight priority areas: Education (K-12), Energy, Healthcare, Higher Education, Leadership, Social Equity, Transportation, and Water.  The AARO membership reflects the diverse base of the Austin region with representation from industry, real estate, finance, professional firms, the arts, and educational, religious, and charitable institutions.  More information about the Austin Area Research Organization is available at www.aaroregion.com. 
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Personal Reference for McBee Fellowship Application





Reference letters must be received by 5 p.m. on September 17, 2010 or be postmarked no later than September 17, 2010.
Applicants fill out first two lines:

Applicant:










                                                                                                                                          

Employer:











To those providing references:

Please provide the AARO McBee Fellowship selection committee with the following information regarding the applicant:

· Your personal experience with the candidate in a leadership capacity  

· A candid assessment of the candidate’s civic involvement or commitment to the community in the Central Texas region
Your letter will be kept confidential.  

Reference letters must be received by 5 p.m. on September 17, 2010 or be postmarked no later than September 17, 2010.

Frank McBee Jr. Fellows Program
c/o Austin Area Research Organization
101 W. 6th Street, Suite 806
Austin, TX 78701


OR

Email: aaro@aaroregion.com
Subject line: McBee Fellowship
FAX: 512-477-5366

Reference provider, please type or print legibly:

Name:






Date:



_______
Title:





Employer:


____________
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